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©PHONE: Food For Thought é.a note from vy

(517)627-6310 14"Now, therefore, fear the LORD and serve Him in sincerity and truth;
put away the gods which your fathers served beyond the River and in

WEBSITE Egypt, and serve the LORIB.If it is disagreeablén your sighto servethe

LORDc¢hooseor yourselves todawhomyou will servewhetherthe gods
whichyour fathersservedwhichwere beyondhe Riverpr the godsf the
Amoritesin whosdlandyou are livingbut as for me and my houseg will
servethe LORD.Joshua 24

Immanueigl.org

Worship Services:

Wednesday

7:00 pm Worship Volunteerism rates in the U.S. have either stagnated or been on the

Sunday _ decline since 2006. I't’s possi bl
8 & 10:30 amWorship community organizing or other fornef giving back to the communities w
8:15-10:15 am Christ Connection live in. But nonetheless, it is reason for concern. Serving others has alv

(All Ages) been a foundational el ement of
. examples are found in the Bible. It is reflected in most other major

religions in the world as well. So why are we seeing a decline in this co
value? What is behind a drop in volunteerism even while we are
supposedly more connected in our world and more aware of national a
international needs?

Perhaps we have strayddo far from the foundation. Maybe we
no longer hold the teachings of Jesus as relevant when h&says I a
Al dzyi2 GKS t€SFHald 27 Wwsaszham e
social statistics or cultural trends and movements. But | do neizeghe
same trends in our places of worship. The old adage that 20% of the
people do 80% of the work, still hold true nowadays.

REMEMBERIN

‘ THEIR, SACRIFICE
o |

' nside €. How do we reverse this trend? How can we be more connected to the
body of Christ and help others tmnnect?l believe one bthe ways is to
Pastor Chuck ...pl2.. getinvolvedin something happening at church. Big or little, great or sir
Council Cor.n.e.r.p2.... there is room for all of our gifts to be used by God in some Wslg.have
Preparing Christmas Dinner....p.3 to be the ones to step up and say, | wiNb longer can we afford to watch
Serving, SNL.........................4 p .  and waitand hope that someone will jump in. The call is for us to jump i
StewardshipSpringCleanUp......p.5 with both feet. | think the flip side is that we have to be willing to invite
Comi ng Ew.ent.s..p6. others into ministry with us and also to accept others help in ministries
Birthdays .......pZ.... thatalready exist. The biggest dowrfer someone who answers the call
Anniversaries.pl....to serve in the chur cwealieaslyhhvwe enough
Calendar ... . ...p8.... [JS2L)S R2Ay3 GKI G AnSd R2eyt Qi HefeSrSel
before. We need to welcome peopl

them. We cannot just expect that the folks who have always jumped in
save the day will continue to do so. Now this may not be a popular topi
with everyone and some of you m:
don’t engage i nhemtioni stry and hel
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connect to ministry, we will fade away like a pair of old blue jeans. Slowly but surely becoming more torn and wast
eventually not useful.

Rise up church! Choose this day whom you will serve, and then give that service with everythirgagouuster and do
so in the joy of the Lord. Let us answer the call and choose God over all thdrotiathings that come our way. Praise

be to God, now and always.

Journeying with you,
Pastor Chuck

Pastor Chuck

Karen Ketola

Spring is here and webor Therear!otherway o{suppo
ourselves and at Immanuel. There are man
opportunities for you to step in, work to
support our ministries so that we
Christ.

The Support Team has organized ounwai Spring peilvered o them n .May._ )
Clean Up. There are many ways to tidy up our f #"The Youth Group is hosting Night in the
buildings, i nd out and our grounds to always Movieson Saturday, May 12 as a fundrais

a welcomi eryone entering our for their Juy tep to Nati enng in
building ever le top,in he@/e/
nart h"e x t 0 see thahdpf Get Imma will be gearing upfor our annua
a friend, choose a task and work at your pace and

day of service, God

schedule.
Sunday, September 9. We can make a
positive impact on our local and global
communities.

These opportunities for ministry are adtin detail in
this newsletter.

2 Corinthians 9:11

You will be enriched in every way so that you car

be generous on every occasion, and through us )
N aklng & generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.

Impact

Blessings to you always,
Karen
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I
f PrepaCarnnger! i
«5% Zs Cindy Foy, Educaﬁﬂ'ﬁ'@ Di rect

Our lastChrist Connectionelass is May 20! We have The Silent Auction was a great success along with thi
some fun things planned that morning so please malGroundsor Changecoffee and tea fundraiseand the
sure your children don’ tanand bottle donatiodsThank you for your
year of learning and growing in God and we are excitlonationsand purchases
to see what God has in store as we move forward inWe are excited to announce somethitajally
this style of Chstian Education. We will be recognizindifferent for this summerAdventure Day Camp will
all the volunteers that helped out this yeduring the be the week of July 280 from 1:30pm to
10:30 worship on Sunday May 20.you volunteered approximately 5:45pm, ending each night with a
your time any time this year with Christ Connectionscommunity mealAdventure Day Camp is alLiving
please join us on our last day to celebrate what God Water Ministriesprogram led by counselors from
doing with us and through us! Stony Lake. They come to us and provide a camp
May 20 is also Confirmation Sunday with a special experience right here on our property. They bring
coffee hour to honor our students. Everyone is invitemusic and new camp songs, crafts, Bible study and
to join us in the fellowship hall after 10:30 service! much more. Although the camp counselors lead the
Stony Lake is coming up in July and we have 10 activities, wewill still need your help to make this
campers atteding! For any questions about Stony Laweek a succesWatch fora & { AUp Bunday
camp, please contact Karlene Ketola. coming soon so that you have the chance to reach «
Our National Gathering group is getting closer to theto our youth and the youth of our community with
event date and also much closer to their fundraisingt hi s message of hope. T
goal! We are so grateful to the congregation for all agifts! We are so loking forward to this wonderful and
your suppot! Please join us osaturday May 12 at unique opportunity to be witnesses for God in our
7pm for the rescheduled @ ! biREKS a 2 @A community.

Bring your mom as a Mot tifyoufeel Godis calling you to go further in forming
Concessions will be available. The kids are excited to andshaping the young people of Immanuel, consider
finally put on a show which they have spengjood deal helping out on an event afifferent Preparing Tem
of time rehearsing along with the Immanuel Drama  opportunity, t o see i1 f this w
Team. Cost of admission is a free will offering! mission fits the gifts God has provided you.

Planning and Support Begins . : |
& phrlstmas Dinner 2018 those who are in need of a Christmas Day meal vig

_' % ; /}”\ i . E -' the Grand Ledge Food Bank, Blessings in a
D ,{"V" P ag —EACE—— Backpack, Baskets of Hope recipients and the Kids
What a blessing Immanuel is to our communitis was Hope folks. Do you know anyone who might be in

the recurring theme that we heard during our 2017 ~ heed as wellAVe have been very thrifty in our

Christmas Day meal servicé few statistics: spending and_blessed with so many volunt_eers to
prepare & deliver these meals, that we believe only

1 Approximately 240 meals served/lives touched, $400 will be neded. Will you please prayerfully
including a station set up ae@nity Place consider making a contribution now so that we

1 Total cost of this mission: $975.21 won't have to solicit from the community
D e ' ' again? You can use a pew envelop & mark it

We have been fortunate that this mission has been lai sizlzlf;Tr?:sgIfrlnedrscggrtlnb:(:l?r?é?vlﬂ/rhg?tliarﬁ Isctgmes
funded by donations from area merchants and Thriver 1o plan & prepare for thg 5018 meal. we vevon't havd
Action Team dollars.The good news is that we are in pia Prep: : ’

need of only abduB400 for next year! any f_mancmg issues an'd will be able to focus on th
For the 2018 dinner, we're looking for assistance from mission of feeding God's people.

el Gl e SellEly) IEe e b s ol THANK YOU to all who volunteered and participatq

in this awesome day!




Our April Noisy Offering for Lutheran Disaster Response was $115.44. Our next noisy offerings will be
Wednesday, May 9 and Sunday, May 13 for the Grand Ledge Food Bank.

Thanks for your continued response to the Mon@ignd Ledge Food Bank Donation Offerings held the
Third Sunday of each montiAlso, thanks for your ofgoing support for the food bank by dropping of item
in the grocery cart in the church lobby. Special thanks to the Hickok family for their recent generous
donation of ground beef to the food bank. The Lenten/Easter laundry soajprnlohdis bottles to the food
bank will be divided up into 166 units to go out in client orders. Together as a community we continue
reach out and help our neighbors in need.

We have another opportunity to donate to the Grand Ledge Food Bank thHmetgistal Carrier Food

Drive scheduled for Saturday, May 12 Just leave neperishable items for your postal carrier to pick up.
They will pick up your donation and deliver it to the food bank and volunteers at the food bank will take
from there. Ths food gathering is typically the food banks largest food drive for the year and offers a Ic
support for the summer.

We hope you enjoyed the Easter Breakfast. Special thanks to Teresa Barcy and the youth that helpe:
Saturday and early Sunday miorg. Thanks for your donation to the love gift of $231.00 for the National
Youth Gathering.

May is Appreciation Month for First Responders, Firemen and Police Officers.Immanuel will be
showing our appreciation by putting together treat boxes. Boxkelsenavailable in the church narthex from
SundayMay 6 through Sunday, May 26r us to bring in goodies. Suggested goodies include trail mix,
granola bars, candy bars, protein bars and sandwich crackers, etc. (be creative as long as all items ar
individually wrapped). A poster will be available for everyone to sign and kids in Christ Connections w
drawing pictures and making cards. The Serving Team will deliver the snacks on May 23.

Godds Wor k ischeduledefoBebseember 9 The Gatheng, Preparing, Serving and Support
Teams wil | be recruiting a team member to wor
this year we are reaching out to the congrega
eventsand the service projects that we all will be taking a part in. Please call Den GraeR24BBB8 to
volunteer as a team member and get in on the planning this year. Your help will be much appreciatec

SNL Families,

One more class, May 6, 2018NL students be sure to finish up the year strc
and get all of your requirements fulfilled.

We will have ten 8 graders getting confirmed this year on Sunday, May 20,
2018 at the 10:30 servic®lease help support thegaung people in their next
journey with Christ.There will be a special coffee hour in their honor
immediately following the 10:30 service.

Thank yoy SNL families for supporting your children through the SNL progri
and helping them grow their faith irh@st.
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St ewar dsh

Summer will soon be upon us and it is the time families
travel or get away for the weekend. Our Church Mission
Work still continues even though we may not be in
attendance. How can we maintain or exceed our support
thechurches mission? Sacrificial giving.
(Fromwww.stmarymagdalen.oyg

AWhat 1 s Sacrificial Gi
Creator has given humankind the gifts of life and
unconditional love. One daydd saw fit to give the first
fruits of love for us, the sacrificial gift of an only son, Jesu

Jesus gave his own life for us on the cross. He set an exg §

for us of giving unconditionally and of sacrificing so that
others might live. We walk in the fesieps of Christ when
we give sacrificially a part of our substance so that others
might live.

The starting point for Sacrificial Giving is the basic princip
of Christion stewardshithat everything we have is a gift
from God. | n ggenerosityt we dezlicate@ r
portion of these gift®ur time, talent and mondyp furthering
Godos Kingdom.

If we truly believe that God gives us all that we have,
gratitude is one response. Trust is another. When we real
that God has provided for us awdl continue to do so, we
recognize that our real security lies in God. Our God, who
has given us all, will take care of our future.

There are Five Elements of Sacrificial Giving: Sacrificial
Giving Is Planned, Proportionate, Sacrificial, A Prayer of
Thank sgi ving, and A Gift. A0
sacrificial when it comes from our substance rather than @
abundance. When we give out of our substance, we are
changed in the process. We have given away something
thought we needed for oursely#isus changing our lifestyle.
We have acted on our belief that our security lies not in ol

materi al resources but i n

The Stewardship Committee thanks you for your continue
support of our churches mission work. Please prayerfully
consider your catinued stewardship support of Our Missio
as you enjoy your summer.

Vi ng
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Spring
Clean Up Time

Immanuel family T it is time to clean up,
spruce up, and make our Immanuel home
sparkle. We are taking a different approach t
Spring Clean Up this yeaiVe would like to
give everyone an opportunity to help dRather
than a specific date, as we have done in the
the cleanup tasks will be completed based upc
your time schedules.

The Support Team has developed a list of
Acl ean upMm aré aslsnig that you sig
up for one or more of the taskSlean up tasks
may be completed by a familgn individual, or
a group of families or individuals working
together. You decide what you would like to ¢
and wherand then just sign up.

All we ask is that all tasks asempleted by
June 15 Springisinteairi|l et 6 s
Immanuel shine.

ma

Jeanie will be coordinating the task list, so
please contact her at 5627-6310 with your
chosen taskr sign-up on the board in the
Narthex.Please bring your cleaning materials
for the task that you have signed up to compl


http://www.stmarymagdalen.org/

Up Coming High School Youth National Gathering Fundraiser Events

' A Night in The Movies

|
| When: Saturday, May 12, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.
Where: Immanuel Lutheran Church

I Why: To raise funds for the 2018 Youth National Gathering

I Free Will Donation
| Concessions available

I Enjoy a night of entertainment by our talented High School Youth and the Immanuel Drama Team

I and help them earn their way to Houston, TX to the 2018 National Gathering this summer.

I The High School Youth and Drama Team will be acting out scenes from movies. There will be plenty
of opportunities for you to get involved. This is Fun for the Whole Family!

h__—__-—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—-

Meet
. Usfor ___
|I| Lunch 'Il Save the Da
] s May 6 SNL 67:30 pm

] I May12“ A Nintg ovies
Fundraiser
May 18 SNL Confi

Luther League Il : or fdime.
Food/ Fellowship/ Laughter

Luther League Il will meet for lungiMay 14 at1:00 p.m. Worship 9:30Summer
We will meet at Fireside Restaurant on the corner of i
Lansing Road andCanal, Dimondale

June 3 Recognition of Graduates
June 26-July 1 High School Nainal
Gathering in Houston

Join us for great food and fellowshiplease call Kris 712
7185 or Richard/Sharon 622538 and start your new year
with us.

Please call Kris at 732185 or Richard/Sharon at 62538
SO we can give the restaurant a count.

.
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May Birth days

CELEBRATING

May 2 Taegan Byers

May 2 Margo Hoornstra

May 2 Katelynn Wheeler
May 3Barbara Jetmore
May 4 Britni Williamson
May 6 Amari Racine
May 7 Mary Matzke
May 7 David Houseman
May 7 Benecio Vasquez
May 8 Ellen McKenzie
May 8 Alex Baribeau
May 8 Brendan Ketola
May 8 Alex Karkau

May 10Dick Berner

May 10Barb Paulins

L

€ ’ aNvaersanes 3}
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7|Page

Q-r'érr(

May 11Kristin Ward

May 13Lynne Fracker
May 13Payton Burmeister
May 14Jakob Proper

May 14Kai Thomas

May 15Judy Koos

May 16 Geoff White

May 16Lynn Bennett

May 17Dianna Dunn
May 19JenelleThomas
May 20Mary Van Hoesen
May 22Ethan Mandeville
May 24 Sandy Love

May 25 Barbara Ostler

May 27 Caylee Blake

‘\ \
\\‘ =
\ \\: p

May 01 Geoff& Kelly White
May 05 Den & Pat Graeber
May 16 Matt & Kate Cermak
May 23 Mike & Lori Fischer

May 30 Alan & Melissa Goschka
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ZOLS

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
01 02 03 04 05
7 amMITM Wednesday 7:30-8:30 pm 8 pmAA 8 amAA
Bible Study 7 pm Choir Practice
Worship
11-3:30 SEWL
Quilting
06 07 08 09 10 11 12
First Fruits 1:00 pm Luther 7 amMITM Wednesday 8 pmAA 8 amAA
) League Il at Bible Study 7 pm
Offering 4:00-6:00 pm Worship 7:30:8:30 pm 7pm
8:00 & 10:30Worship Community Choir Practice O! . ECE
9:15-10:15 | Meal Night 4EA - T
O#EOEOO #1 1 Youth Fund -
Classes& Bible Study raiser
SNL 67:30 pm
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
8:00 & 10:30Waorship 7 amMITM Wednesday 8 pmAA 8 amAA
9:15-10:15 4:00-6:00 pm Bible Study 7 pm Worship
O#EOEOO #1 1| Community 7:30-8:30 pm SNL
Classes& Bible Study Meal Night 11-3:30 SEWL Choir Practice Faith
6:30 pm Team Quilting Story
Meetings Night
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
8:00 & 10:30Waorship 4:00-6:00 pm 7 amMITM Wednesday 8 pmAA | 8amAA
9:15-10:15 Community Bible Study 7 pmWorship 7:30-8:30 pm
O#EOEOO #1 1| Meal Night Choir Practice
Classes& Bible Study 6:30 Council
Meeting
Confirmation
Sunday at
10:30
27 28 29 30 31
9:30 am Worship No Community 7 amMITM Wednesday 7:30-8:30 pm
Summer Worship Bible Study 7 pmWorship Choir Practice

Schedule Begins

Meal Night

Memorial

A Day for
Remembering
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Office Hours
Jeanie Mon —Friday 9am- 3pm
Pastor Chuck: Mondayi Thursday

9:00 ami 5:00pm



